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of the entire annual revenues were paid to. creditors, 
The Egyptians,-and especially the military officers, were 
dissatisfied with this-stete. of things,.and- raised the cry of 
Egypt for the Bgyptiams,. They resolved to establish s 
Gheir wishes. If he had not. agreed, a rebellion would have 
taken place long ago. A parliamentary law was pre 

The. Aligarh Institute Gazette then briefly refers to the chief 
points of that law, and remarks that if that law were honestly 
and properly carried out, of course it would prove very beni- 
ficial to the country. Bat it:was doubtful whether the. Egyp- 


+ 


tians could give proper effect to it. om ees and 


thwart its introduction, ‘The » K edive 
with them. But the military officers, headed by Arabi 
were determined to enforce it. They pven resolved tod 
the Khedive. On this the European powers appes 
Sultan to send his troops. to Egypt and to er 
England resolved to 

the British fleet bombarded Alexandria. " There is 
that the British Government was rather too 


to arms. It should have, adopted a middle’ bat . | 


The Base nes (Lahore) of the 24th 


of ve dan oe by ‘ atiala for offered the servioes ‘of i 


in Egyp 
observes that it was also foremost in 
during the late Afghan war. It is to ‘be. 
States will soon follow its example. 
native chiefs should not only | lend 
ernment, but should themselves lead. 
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fail shri any dba on: 
he one thing that is most’ essential’ to its suocess is that the 
members of local | of XDéri- 
ence, good social position, ‘ite, 
reflects great credit on the public spirit of the Sarvjanik 
Sabha of Poona that it has decided to adopt measttres to ex- 
plain the objects and aims of, the scheme-to the people through- 
out the Bombay presidency. It is ‘really the daty of every 
intelligent native to make his more ignorant brethren familiar 
with the principles of local self-government. ‘The’ following 
matters are especially deserving of attention :~(1 )- 
members of local boards should be on goo terms with each 
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other and carry on their work unanimot y: (2) The membe 


w 


should take as much interest in publi affaire as in their own 
of any man n prevent 


« 4 


him from devoting sufficient time to. pub C matters, he shou 
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resign his office. (3) No man should on any account be elect 


igiHe 


private affairs. If the private 
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a member who is not fit to perform t the duties required of. him. 
With reference to the elections made at a place, under the new. 
scheme, a correspondent of the Pioneer of the 27 th Jaly-com- 
plains that the members elected are quite illiterate men, They 
are rastics, strictly so called, whose daily | spat in life con- 
sists in ploughing and tending flo iffic 

see that men like these are, unfit to: 

(4) At least one-fourth of the members of k 

should be English educated men. Aball events one I 
should be acquainted with as has been so 

the correspondent of 

Lieutenant-Governor 

Belvedere, to which, 


attend, in order to: 


ae ia ee. 
a ee Said 


( 468.) 


The NastesAgra of the 28rd J iva says that the whole 
of India is at present resounding with 
_ the praise of Lord Ripon in conneo 
tion with his local self-government scheme. Natives: haye 
been convinced that they. have no truer friend in the whole 
English nation than his. Lordship. Undoubtedly no Viceroy 
of less. courage than his Lordship would have ever thought of 
adopting such a measure which is sure to be unacceptable to 
the whole clique of Indian civilians. His local self-govern- 
ment scheme and the elevation by him of a native to the post 
of Chief Justice of Bengal show that his administration will 
prove very beneficial to natives. We should offer him our 
most cordial thanks for placing the management of local 
affairs in the hands of local boards. But the question is 
what responsibilities are likely to be thrown on these boards 
by the Government, ..and what difficulties will they’ have to 
meet in the performance of their duties. They ' will have to 
make arrangements for the conservancy and lighting of towns, 
to maintain schools and dispensaries, to construct and re 

local roads and buildings, to keep a police force, to make stiit- 
able arrangements for the reception of high officers at the time 
of their visits to their towns, &c. They at present receive 
aid from Government and other sources in the maintenance 
of schools and dispensaries, but the Government ‘ap ears 
to be inclined to gradually withdraw its aid altoge ether from 
these institutions. In that case they would, have a : arg? 
additional expenditure thrown on them which would é train 
their resources. In futare they will be placed in 1 a vory dell-: 
cate position. Hitherto they had to bear the attacks Y ; t ly a 
the public. As the District Magistrates themselves. , ve rq pre. 
sidents, the local Government and other officers had not evasion 
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trict officers rather than that of the people, because: the 
members. must know very well that if they refuse to do a 
thing which the Magistrate or any other executive officer 
asks them to do, they would, court their ruin. . If any of 
them incuro his displeasure, he can. dishonour and harass him 
in a variety of ways. He may issue a summons.or a warrant 
against him on some.pretence or other.. Under . these. cir- 
cumstances, it behoves the Government to adopt some mea- 
snres to protect the members of local boards from being 
harassed by district officers through spite. 


The same paper states that asa great deal has already 
The assessment of the been said by many persons on the im- 
license-tax. propriety of the levy of the license- 
tax, it would be useless to say anything more on the subject. 
We wish, however, to draw the attention of the Government 
tothe heavy assessment of the tax. The assessors, from a 
desire to win the ‘good-will of officers, generally over-assess 
the tax-payers. The tax is imposed on many persons who 
ought to be exempt according to the law. Probably some dis- 
honest assessors even extort bribes from the people. When 
any trader objects to the tax assessed, the assessor should 
be required to show cause why the amount should not be 
reduced. The way in which objections are at present dis- 
posed of is far from satisfactory. When. an objection i 18 filed 
in the court of the officer who has been contrasted with 


tahsildar for enquiry and capork. ‘The petitioner produpes 
ledgers and witnesses in the court of ‘the tahsildar, but in | 
vain, The tahsildar . goes to the ‘Place. where the petitioner 
carries on his business and asks one oF two of his ‘neighbours 
as to whether he is a well-to-do man ‘and whe ther he can a pay 
the assessed tax. ‘They at once reply ’ that he ia a well-to-do 
Man and can give more than the assessed tax. | Sut t Ie a 1- 
tidar does not ask thom: what’ trade: he. carties' on, and 
what in his income ‘frou * shat trade: “One may be a 
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some trade. In that caso: he should be taxed only sooo 
to the income he derives from the trade.’ The officer a 

ed. to hear objections has to dispose of several thotsandé of 
petitions. He has no time to make any entdiries himself 
and necessarily disposes of them - according to the reports of 
the tahsildars. A. strange case has come to our notice. At 
Etawah the tahsildar demanded a tax of Re. 25 from Ajudhia 
Prasad, a Mahabrahmin, for Chunni Lal, a Kanaojia’ Brab- Bre 
min, on the ground that the formet was an agent ofthe 
latter and carried on business on his behalf. Ajadhia Prasad 
paid the tax, but filed an objection in the Court of the Mas 
trate. His pleader urged that Chunni Lal lived at Cawnpor, 
and that his client had no connection with him. The M flagis- 


petitioner was not distrained nor was ‘any. Suid eee iol 


realize the money from. him, and that us he had me | 
the money for Chunni Lal, it could not now be. refunded 


The Sdhas (the Bengali newspaper of ‘Allahs rad) ‘of the 
The sale of adulterated 26th July complains that rome drug. - 
drugs. rag pint 4 
keep ignorant and badl y-peid servants and sel all ad t | and a ial 
terated European medicines. These medicines not only do 
good, but sometimes even injure the patient, “In order to} 
a stop to this evil the Civil Surgeons should be empe wore | to 
pay occasional visits to druggists’ shops, to examine. ; ie ¢ rey 3 
and to report the result of their enquiries to the dist t ' ot of oer 
If any man is found to have any adulterated or old and rotten 
drugs in his possession, he should be punished. — The measu 
may lead to the closing of some small druggists ' shops " iv 
great good would accrue from it to the public. 2 
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that this shows that His Honor is really anxious to improve the 
condition of vernacular newspapers and to raise them in the 
estimation of the public. The people: are at present in the 
habit of instituting criminal. prosecutions against native edi- 
tors for smal] things.» This is evidently a source of great 
inconvenience and loss to the latter. We hope that His Honor 
will grant full liberty to them and prevent them.from being 
prosecuted in this way. 


The same paper states that it appears from some news- 
The sppointment of naib. P#Pers that the Ohief Commissioner 
a as sub-regis- of the Central Provinces has issued an 

order to the effect that the naib-tahsil- 
dars in the mufassil should also do the work uf sub-registrars. 
We highly recommended the measure to the consideration 
of the Panjab Government. The pay of’ mufassil naib-tabsil- 
dars in the Panjab is generally onlyRs. 30 a month, and 
therefore some of them are sometimes tempted to re out 
their small pay by unfair means. If they were appointed 
to do the work of sub-registrars in addition to their own 
duties, they would get commission on the Government revenue, 
derived from registration, and thus would have a suitable 
addition made to their allowances. 


The Aina-i-Sikandari (Moradabad) of the:25th July com-. 
Kiteflying and letting Plains that the custom of kite-flying | 
oS Hre-vorts. among the natives and that of setting: 
off fire-works by Muhammadan lads during the Shab-i-b 


festival lead to many. fatal accidents every year, and aa 
that the Government should put a stop.to them, 
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A correspondent of the Rahbar-i- Hind (Lahore) of the 


Pe post-office at Nikko 24th Jaly, writing’ from Ni ripe states 


tively large trade. There are the ahs silds ar’s te 
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has to deliver letters at Nikodar itself and sixty-two neigh. 
bouring villages.. One man is obvionsly not sufficient for 
the requirements of the place. The sub-post-master himself 
assists him in the delivery of letters. But his absence from the 


post-office causes inconvemience to the people. One more 


peon should be appointed. Moreover, a suitable building 
should be constructed for the post-cffice, as has: been done 
at Jallandhar and Kirtarpur. At present the post-office is 
situated in a hired house. As the rent of the house is only 
8 annas a month, the owner does not keep it in good repair. 
It is sarrounded by the ruins of old houses, and a theft an 
be easily committed at it. — 
LOCAL. | 
The Lawrence Gazette (Meerut) of the 22nd J ay;in is 
ial local news column,. states that-on the 

ng seanied ee cae 14th idem three European soldiers 
bean soldier at Meerut. =» Went to Sisauli on a. shooting. exour- 
sion. One of them fired ata peacock. Some small. shots 
struck a boy who was working in the field., ‘The boy ab onee 
fell down and began to roll on the ground from pain. 4 
companion called his (the boy’s) uncle, who was at a< stan 
and told him that the soldiers had wounded hin @ bo 
uncle pursued one of the soldiers, When the 
that he was about to be seized, he shot him. Another ms 
then attempted to seize him. He shot him also and soap 
into a sugar-cane field, The trial has been going on belo 
the Magistrate for the last two days. The sol i rs a ee 


gaged two barristers-at-law. The people anziously. y ” vals 


result of the trial. We hope that the 
noted for his justice, will not acquit the's 
with a small fine or short ieapeinananet 
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